OTHELLO

Characters:

Plato stated that there are only three types of characters ‑ Great man, mere man and base man. Shakespeare was aware of these conventions and delineated his characters clearly according to this.

Othello is particularly interesting as a character because his decline shows a progression through all three. Iago never varies from his position as base man and Roderigo and Cassio fall into the category of being mere (ordinary) men.

The categories of men:

Aspects/qualities

a)
Great man
‑
romantic hero



‑
traveller



‑
leader



‑
respected



‑
self confident



‑
renowned in military fields



‑
valiant



‑
lineage



‑
authoritative



‑
intelligent

b)
mere man
‑
simple reasoning



‑
doer rather than thinker



‑
goes by appearances (ocular proof)



‑
mix of good and bad

c)
base man
‑
jealous



‑
moral decay ‑ (no values)



‑
preoccupied by sexual thoughts



‑
disloyal



‑
ambitious at other expense



‑
user

Othello’s Character:

Now examine Othello’s character under these categories – remembering that his decline reflects these three categories.  The following quotes re not in order.  Place the quotes into the appropriate column on the next page.  With each quote briefly explain what aspect the quote refers to.

	Act 1 Scene iii

She lov’d me for the dangers…


	Act II Scene iii 

Cassio, I love the, but never…

	Act IV Scene ii

As summers flies are in the shambles…


	Act V Scene ii

Of one that loved not wisely…

	Act III Scene iii

If she be false…


	Act I Scene iii

Valiant moor, valient Othello

	Act V Scene ii

White skin of hers than snow…

…monumental alabaster


	Act III Scene iii

I’ll tear her all to pieces

	Act III Scene iii

And for I know…


	Act IV Scene I

A horned man’s a monster and a beast

	Act IV Scene ii

I look you for that cunning whore of Venice…


	Act I Scene iii

That thinks men honest…

	Act I Scene ii

My parts, my title, my perfect soul…


	Act III Scene iii

But I do love thee…

	Act III Scene iii

Arise black vengeance


	Act IV Scene i

I’ll chop her into messes…

	Act I Scene ii

My services which I have done…


	Act III Scene iii

I had been happy if the…

	Act III Scene iii

Give me the ocular proof
	Act I Scene iii

If you do find me foul…


Iago’s Character:

Take the 6 qualities listed as base and find at least one quote for each from Iago’s major speeches to demonstrate Iago’s character.

	Great Man
	Mere man
	Base man

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


