In the film we studied, Saving Private Ryan, directed by Steven Spielberg, an important idea that was carried throughout the movie was the ‘Realities of War’. Handheld cameras and sound effects were used to convey the level of trauma and devastation that was present in this war. It’s really important for teenagers to be aware of what our people sacrificed for us in the in world today for appreciation and knowledge.  
The realities of war include brotherhood, trauma, confusion, sacrifice, friendship, devastation, few and ongoing mental and emotional effects. The soldiers that fought in the war are imprinted with these qualities and scarred for the rest of their lives. They see their brother die in front of them and they see great men be lost to the devastation. For example in the first Omaha Beach battle scene, we see Captain Miller go through the sensation of shellshock – his mind is put in slow motion and he is disoriented by the sights and sounds of war. He has no comprehension as to what’s going on . He watches as his troops are slaughtered, murdered beyond belief right in front of his eyes. He is helpless as the beach turns into a bloodbath in front of him.
Handheld cameras helped me to understand the realities of war. The footage looks real because it moves in a shaky way. For example, in the Omaha Beach battle scene, the handheld cameras moved along with the soldiers, and blood splatters hit the lens as if we are in the actual war. Spielberg did this to make the footage feel like it was the actual war. I think the director used this technique to show the great devastation that occurred. I think it’s important for teenagers to gain an appreciation for our past generations, who fought for us to make the world a better place that it is today.  
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Answers BOTH parts of the selected question convincingly / with balance. Some unevenness is acceptable.
	Answers BOTH parts of the selected question perceptively; the answer may interweave the two parts of the task.

	The response:
	The response:

	makes clear, informed points that are relevant to the question being addressed
connects the majority of these points to each other
	makes confident points that show some insight or originality in thought or interpretation

	develops points in detail
	develops points that are sustained throughout and integrated

	is organised and developed; structure and expression are fluent, showing convincing understanding
	is organised and develops a perceptive case or argument; structure and expression may show flair / originality, enhancing the discussion

	includes clear, relevant details, usually using quotations, integrated into the answer.
	includes clear, relevant details integrated into the answer; quotations may be skilfully “woven” into the points made.

	M5
	M6
	E7
	E8

	Convincing understanding is characterised by:
	Perceptive understanding is characterised by:

	some discussion of any of the aspect(s) of the text specified in the question that begins to relate them to the director’s / creator’s purpose
	discussion of any of the aspect(s) of the text specified in the question that relates them to the director’s / creator’s purpose
	discussion of any of the aspect(s) of the text specified in the question that relates them to the director’s / creator’s purpose
	discussion of any of the aspect(s) of the text specified in the question that relates them to the director’s / creator’s purpose

	awareness of the significance / importance to the text as a whole of aspect(s) described.
	awareness of the significance / importance to the text as a whole of aspect(s) described
	some appreciation of the significance / importance to the text as a whole of aspect(s) described
	mature appreciation of the significance / importance to the text as a whole of aspect(s) described

	
	possibly going beyond the text to give personal insights.
	possibly going beyond the text to give personal insights.
	going beyond the text to include reference to wider society / the candidate’s personal understandings.


Do a bit of research…
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Handheld cameras helped me to understand the realities of war. The footage is shaky and jolty – which likens it to actual real footage; handheld cameras were used to enhance the movie by showing trauma and disorientation of the actors. For example, in the Omaha Beach battle scene, the handheld cameras moved in correlation with the soldiers, with blood splatters hitting the lens for extra effect. As the soldiers moved, the camera did too. Handheld cameras added another dimension to the audience’s viewing of the movie. Because as a watcher, seeing this scene and techniques made me feel involved with the movie too. The audience felt as though you could move along with the soldiers, which made is seem ‘real’ or as though they could relate to it. The footage seemed like it was captured in the original war and as though it was an actual documentary as opposed to a Hollywood production. I think the director used this technique of handheld cameras to show war in a the truest state possible – to pay respects to the soldiers and let the audience catch a glimpse of what the realities of war are. I think it’s important that Spielberg used this technique because teenagers can watch and learn the great devastation that occurred. We have no ideas even how to comprehend the war so this was an eye-opener. I think it’s important for teenagers to gain an appreciation for our past generations, who fought for us to make the world a better place that it is today.  
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15 Fascinating Facts About ‘Saving Private Ryan’
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in the lead role. Apparently Brooks didn't want to play second fiddle to Hanks, but Spielberg
offered him a chance to play another role of his choosing. Instead of a specific role, Brooks
allegedly said he wanted to play the “bad guy,” butin Saving Private Ryan there is no real bad
‘guy other than the entire Wehrmacht, so Spielberg ultimately decided to drop Brooks from the
movie.

8. THE LOOK OF THE MOVIE CAME FROM REAL LIFE PHOTOGRAPHY.

Spielberg and cinematographer Janusz Kaminski modeled the look of the film on actual
newsreel footage from the era, and converted the modern lenses of the film'’s shooting

cameras to make them capture images more like cameras from the 1940s. They also modeled

the look of the D-Day sequence on the bleached-out, grainy lock of the D-Day photography
shot by famed photojournalist Robert Capa.

9. OMAHA BEACH WAS ACTUALLY IN IRELAND.

Because the actual beaches in Normandy where Allied forces invaded France had strict
filming restrictions, the opening D-Day scene needed to be shot elsewhere. Spielberg wanted
an almost exact replica of the Omaha Beach landscape for the movie, including similar sand
and a bluff similar to the one where German forces were stationed. A near match was found in
Ireland at Ballinesker Beach, Curracloe Strand in Wexford. Over 2500 Irish Reserve Army
troops were recruited to portray the Allied forces storming the beach.

10. THE D-DAY SEQUENCE COST A WHOLE LOT OF MONEY.

The D-Day scene alone cost $12 million because of the logistical difficulties and the realistic
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Capt Miller [Tom Hanks] finally makes it ashore, but a mortar shell exploding nearby basically rang his bell. | wondered what it
would be like for him {0 observe these massive losses without hearing the screams or all the whisting shells, would it be even
‘more horrfic? Beyond the whole fim shot handheld, | also wanted the camera to vibrate, with the image shaking to closely.
‘mach the Robert Capa photographs of Omaha Beach that morning. To capture that chaos, | tested a Black & Decker dril taped
to'a Panaflex camera so the image would vibrate whenever | turned on the drill it worked oreat, but thankully we found a lens.
called the Image Shaker thatdid the same thing as my Black & Decker, only without having Someone with a 90-yard extension
cord running behind the camera
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