Othello Act 2

Test your understanding of the text (Text used is Cambridge School Shakespeare)

1) Rewrite each quote in modern English.

2) Explain what each quote tells you about the characters.

Act 2 Scene 1

For I have served him, and the man commands/ Like a full soldier (35-36)

He hath achieved a maid/ That paragons description and wild fame (61-62)

‘Tis my breeding/ That gives me this bold show of courtesy (98-99)

Do not learn of him, Emilia, though he be thy husband (158-159)

With as little a web as this I will ensnare as great a fly as Cassio. (164)

O, you are well tuned now! (192)

If she/ had been blest she would never have loved the Moor (238-39)

Do you/ find some occasion to anger Cassio (250-51)

yet that I put the Moor/ At least into a jealousy so strong/ That judgement cannot cure (281-83)

Knavery’s plain face is never seen till used (293)

Act 2 Scene 3

Let’s teach ourselves that honourable stop (2)

I am/ unfortunate in the infirmity (33-34)

He’ll be as full of quarrel and offence (42)

My boat sails freely (55)

I do love Cassio well, and would do much/ To cure him of this evil (126-27)

Honest Iago, that looks dead with grieving (158-59)

My blood begins my safer guides to rule (186)

Yet, I persuade myself, to speak the truth/ Shall nothing wrong him. (204-05)

I have lost the immortal part of myself (243)

Sue to him again, and he’s yours. (253)

Our general’s wife is now the general. (286)

So I will turn her virtue into pitch (327)

Dull not device by coldness and delay (353)

