Othello Act 1
Test your understanding of the text (Text used is Cambridge School Shakespeare)

1) Rewrite each quote in modern English.

2) Explain what each quote tells you about the characters.

Act 1 Scene 1

Thou tolds’t me thou dids’t hold him in thy hate (7)

I follow him to serve my turn upon him (42)

In following him, I follow but myself (59)

I am not what I am (66)

Rouse him, make after him, poison his delight (69)

Your daughter … hath made a gross revolt (132-33)

Another of his fathom they have none/ To head their business (151-2)

I must show out a flag and sign of love (155)

Act 1 Scene 2

I lack iniquity/ Sometimes to do me service (3-4)

My services which I have done the signiory/ Shall out-tongue his complaints (18-19)

My parts, my title, and my perfect soul/ Shall manifest me rightly (31-32)

If it prove lawful prize, he’s made forever (51)

Damned as thou art, thou hast enchanted her (63)

Act 1 Scene 3

Valiant Othello, we must straight employ you/ Against the general enemy Ottoman (48-49)

She is abused, stol’n from me, and corrupted/ By spells and medicines bought of mountebanks (60-61)

Rude am I in my speech/ and little blessed with the soft phrase of speech (81-82)

And little of this great world can I speak/ More than pertains to feats of broil and battle (86-87)

She loved me for the dangers I has passed,/ And I loved her that she did pity them (166-67)

I do perceive here a divided duty (179)

I here do give thee that with all my heart/ Which, but thou hast already… I would keep from thee (191-93)

That I did love the Moor to live with him (244)

A man he is of honesty and trust./ To his conveyance I assign my wife (280-81)

She has deceived her father and may thee (290)

But/ we have reason to cool our raging motions… (321-22)

It cannot be that Desdemona should/ long continue her love to the Moor (332-33)

Thus do I ever make my fool my purse (365)

Cassio’s a proper man (374)

The Moor is of a free and open nature,/That thinks men honest that but seem to be so (381-82)

